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Talbot Avenue Bridge Centennial
Commemorative Program

Community Partners

Charlotte Coffield and Patricia Tyson

The planning committee would like to thank all of the individuals and
organizations who contributed financial support, time, and resources to help
make the Talbot Avenue Bridge Centennial celebration a reality. Financial
donors included many Montgomery County residents, as well as those from
around the United States and abroad.

Planning Committee Members

Please visit our website for more names of key donors and partners. The
Partners shown below provided essential goods and services to this celebration.

Community Conveners

Merrie Blocker, Alan Bowser, George French, Laura Hussey
Anne Kennedy, David Rotenstein, Eva Santorini
Elmoria Stewart, Marcie Stickle, Joel Teitelbaum, Anna White

Montgomery County Department of Transportation
for providing traffic coordination
Sunrise of Chevy Chase
for providing baked goods

For more information on today’s speakers and performers
and to receive updates after the celebration, visit our website:
talbotbridge100.org
Email: talbotavenuebridge100@gmail.com
Historical Background and Website: David Rotenstein
Logo and Graphic Design: Eva Santorini
© 2018 Talbot Avenue Bridge Centennial Committee

PROGRAM
2:00 – 3:00 p.m.
Welcome
Visit the storytelling corner and the Talbot Avenue Bridge
pop-up museum panels. Listen to oral histories about the bridge
and the communities it connects.*
Visit the Kids’ Art Show and participate in a Community Art Project
to adorn the bridge. Led by Bertie LoPicollo and Kate Elliot
Write down a thought or memory about the bridge
on a notecard at the Welcome Table and sign the commemorative banner
Join the drum circle, led by David Fakunle and others

by Ricky Albores

Wave to passing trains and encourage them to “Give a Toot” for the bridge
Meet and get to know neighbors
from Lyttonsville, Rosemary Hills, and North Woodside
Take a moment to stand in the middle of the bridge,
where there is no “other side of the tracks”

3:00 – 4:00 p.m.
Introduction and Formal Program
Emcee: Rev. Dr. Ella Redfield, Pastor
New Creation Church, Silver Spring
Washington Revels’ Jubilee Voices ensemble
Welcome and Opening Remarks by Rev. Dr. Ella Redfield
Libation Ceremony by David Fakunle
by Lilian Pintea
The “junk” graffiti tag appeared around the time Montgomery County closed the bridge to traffic. While
the demeaning tag captures how some have viewed the bridge, the Lyttonsville community has viewed
the bridge as a lifeline to its very existence.

* Community story tellers can be identified by the star on their badges
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Reclaiming its Voice, Reclaiming its History
“The Bridge’s Voice” by Patricia Tyson

Talbot Avenue Bridge Photo Gallery

Memories of Lyttonsville and the Bridge
by Raymond Tyson and Robin Redfield, former residents of Lyttonsville
“Lyttonsville Living Legacy” by Charlotte Coffield
Musical Interlude performed by Jubilee Voices
Once Divided, Now Unites
“Connection, Cooperation and Harmony” by David Cox
“Shared Values” by Loretta Argrett
Remarks by County Executive Isiah Leggett
Musical Interlude performed by Lea

by Lilian Pintea

100 Years of Connecting Communities
Neighbors Greeting Neighbors by residents of Lyttonsville,
Rosemary Hills, and North Woodside who hail from around the world
Musical Interlude performed by Lea
Pie Sharing Ceremony accompanied by music by Lea

by Gabriella Johnson

Happy 100th Birthday, Talbot Bridge! by All
Closing remarks and announcements by Rev. Dr. Ella Redfield
“Talbot Avenue Bridge” performed by Jay Elvove

4:00 – 5:00 p.m.
Closing Ceremony
All are encouraged to stay for the Closing Ceremony,
which will be in song, on foot, and over the bridge
Pie and Cake
Group Photo
Closing Ceremony led by Jubilee Voices
by Rebecca Doran
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would be really amazing to have it
as a way of people remembering —
I think it’s important to remember
and I think these visual symbols
of real things help us remember
where, you know, just what
things — I mean to me, history
is important for that reason, to
anchor ourselves in something real.
And this is real.”
— North Woodside resident

“Once I discovered the bridge, I
was attracted to the architecture
and just the overall atmosphere...
really what it represented, it just
seemed very kind of fragile here.
So I started filming and recording
here on the bridge for a number of
years now. So I’ve been going over
the bridge for runs, but also for
artistic purposes, too...Basically for
the bridge, I have recorded just the
sounds of the cars and just how the
water sounds beneath the bridge
when it’s raining or there’s sleet. It
creates a certain atmosphere, the
water and the sleet. And during
the train sounds, rattling above,
being above the bridge watching
the train pass underneath, you get
these rattling sounds. Kind of a
haunting quality, really haunting
experience.” — Chris Lynn

“A one-lane bridge is just not up
to standards...And frankly, it was
not safe. There were times when
there would be standoffs when
two drivers would refuse to yield
the right-of-way to each other
and as a result I’d have to go out
and threaten to call the police
if somebody didn’t move...So if
it’s up to me, maybe they would
turn it into a pedestrian bridge.
It could keep its historic character
and I would be al l for that. A
pedestrian-bike bridge, that would
be great.” — Dennis Ehlers

About the Talbot Avenue Bridge
The Baltimore & Ohio Railroad
Company constructed a freight
railroad line to connect Washington,
D.C., to West Virginia and the
Midwest. Known as the Metropolitan
Branch, the rail line was completed in
1873. By 1890, the railroad had built
a bridge spanning the tracks in this
location. This bridge connected farms
to the west to what would become in the early 20th century suburban
Silver Spring.
During the first half of the 20th century, more than 10 square miles north
of the District line developed into racially restricted residential subdivisions
around a commercial core with shops, restaurants and movie theaters that
like the homes were segregated.
Lyttonsville is located just outside this new suburban space. First settled in
1853 by Samuel Lytton, a free person of color, by 1900 the small hamlet had
developed into one of Washington’s earliest suburban communities with
homes, a church, stores, and a dance pavilion.
In 1918, the railroad replaced an earlier bridge at the crossing with a new
metal plate girder structure fabricated from a recycled turntable that railroad
historians believe came from a West Virginia railyard. The 106-foot span is
supported by steel bents anchored in concrete piers. A wood deck carries the
14.5-foot wide Talbot Avenue across the tracks.
Throughout the 20th century the bridge was a vital link connecting
Lyttonsville with Silver Spring and Washington. For much of its history
Lyttonsville was Silver Spring’s “other side of the tracks.” Yet the community
played an integral role in metropolitan Washington’s history as a mostly
African-American suburb whose residents made substantial contributions to
the region’s economy and culture. The Talbot Avenue Bridge is an important
part of that history and as a metaphorical bridge between past and present.
As its demolition date nears, neighborhoods that once were segregated - but
which are now ethnically diverse - have embraced the bridge as part of their
shared histories.
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Remembering the Talbot Avenue Bridge
1890 deed describing the Talbot Avenue Bridge

“The Talbot Avenue Bridge has
probably taken on a life of its
own...We could tell who was
coming and who was going because
there weren’t that many cars in the
community. We could tell when
our neighbor was coming in from
work or when he was leaving, you
know, the bridge would rattle. The
planks would rattle in the bridge...
When my father came home from
work, he was then working at
Walter Reed in DC, he would
come across the bridge and [we’d
know] he’s coming so we would run
from the back yard down to the
front gate and get a ride with him
around and back up to the garage
at the top of the hill.”
— Charlotte Coffield

There was no other way – well,
there was another way, but it was
only a few ways to get to the wider
community, you know, to get to
the stores, to get to transportation,
was by the bridge. Now there’s
another way we could have gone,
but it would have added maybe
another half a mile or mile to our
walk. And many people in the
community didn’t have cars. You
know, there were a few who had
automobiles. But quite a bit of us,
we walked.” — Rev. Ella Redfield
“I got lost, which is one of my
favorite feelings because I find that
you get to know other places. And
all of a sudden, one day I realized
that as I was coming by, I found
the bridge and the bridge was like
saying, “You are now going home.
You’re found. This is the place that
you know.” — Ramon Tasat

“The only thing that I can see in
terms of historic is that bridge...
That was the bridge we used.
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“Sometimes when you’re walking
back at night and you hear a train
going under us like this, it’s weird.
It’s just kind of surprising because
it’s all dark. You know, the front
of the train is lit up and there’s no
passengers on it so the rest of it, you
hear it, you feel it, but you can’t see
it.” — Jay Tamboli

“We could sit on our porch down
on Kansas Avenue and it seemed
like you could hear the boards
rattling as people came across. But
it’s now a symbol of history and
also it’s probably really valuable
to the community in that it’s a
shorter distance going that way
to the heart of Silver Spring than
going out East-West Highway and
going around. But at the time, it
was a necessity. And we walked
across it to go to – if you wanted
to catch a bus, you had to go to
Georgia Avenue. I went downtown
to the theater, when I was grown,
I had to walk to Georgia Avenue.
It was too expensive. I wasn’t going
to call a taxi. So, a lot of people
walked. They walked. They walked
everywhere they needed to go.”
— Patricia Tyson

“My children both attended
Rosemary Hills Elementary School
so I had seen the bridge many,
many times and I’d ridden my bike
through there. But I didn’t know
it was anything other than your
standard ordinary bridge going
over railroad tracks...I had no idea
it had any historical significance
...It really struck me that this was
a part of history that I think a lot
of Silver Spring and Montgomery
County and even Maryland
residents, you know, were unaware
of that this had happened right
in our midst and that this bridge,
which is something that you think
of as a piece of transportation
infrastructure had played such an
important role in their ability to
reach the outside world.”
— Katherine Shaver
Washington Post reporter

“How great it would be to preserve
this bridge either in this place as
a pedestrian bridge, right? What’s
wrong with that? And bicyclists,
right? And have it here...I think
there’s beauty in that bridge and
there are too few of them left, right?
And it has that significance to me
and I thought what a wonderful
symbol...It’s a metaphor...But it
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